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Structure of the Culture-oriented Society in Southeast China
duringM ing and Qing Dynasties

LUO Shi-jin
(School of Literature Soochav U niversity, Suzhou 215006, China)

Abstract: A culture-oriented ciety cane ino being in Southeast China during theM ing and Qing dynas
ties (14" - early 20" century) , characterized by advocacy of art, printing of books, running of education and
practice of reclusive leaming A necessary outcame of the development and progress in the geography, hisory
and humanitiesof Sutheast China, it revealed the particular individuality of the local culture there and then as
well as the local scholars moral and ethical orientations and their life style and content The cultural statusof
Southeast China has al® been established with the shgping of this culture-oriented ciety, marking a mile-
stone in China’ s regional-culture hisory. It is, therefore, a very important factor in the study of regional and
familial cultures and literary hisbory of theM ing and Qing tmes

Key words theM ing and Qing times Southeast China ( south of the lower reaches of the Changjiang
River) ; culture-oriented ociety
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