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Economic Status of Songjiang Prefecture in Ming Dynasty

ZHU Ziyan
(Department of History. Shanghai University. Shanghai 200444, China)

Abstract: Songjiang prefecture locates in the plain of southern bank of Yangtze River estuary, a renowned
land of fish and rice. Since Song and Yuan Dynasty, Jiangnan region has been famous for its abundance,
among which Songjiang prefecture occupied a prominent place. The middle of Ming Dynasty is the golden
time of social economic development of Songjiang prefecture (Shanghai town was governed by Songjiang
prefecture), the commodity economy quite active, so the general economy was leading whole nation.
However, Ming Dynastys corrupting feudal despotism suppresses the tendency. After Jiashen Coup, the
Qing Dynasty dispatched a large number of soldiers to south. The Songjiang region launched a fierce
struggle against Qing Dynasty. Jiading Slaughter and Songjiang, Jiangyin region’s struggle involved in
many parts of society, and social economy was severely influenced, and the emerging capitalism was
mercilessly smothered.
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